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REC holds
annual
meeting.
Story on
page two.

Courtney
Brainard took
her college
career on the
road as did
many others.
See story
below
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What’s
Attorney General’s office files child labor law violations Postville Board of Education
statement released last Tuesday, September 9, state of- employees complete applications using new names and newly
happening in ficialsIn aallege
that Agriprocessors Inc’s owners and operators acquired false documents on May 11, the day before the imwill remain unchanged
knowingly hired minors and let them run power equipment and migration raid. A preliminary hearing for Laura Althouse and
and around exposed them to dangerous chemicals at the plant here in Post- Karine Freund has been set for next Wednesday, September
School Board elections were held throughout the state
Tuesday,
September 9. Elected to three year terms on the
Tom Miller, Iowa Attorney General, brought a criminal 24.
Postville
Board
of Education were incumbents Jeff Cox with
Postville....... ville.
complaint against the facility and five company officials. His
Child Labor allegations
158 votes and Laura Lubka with 154 votes. Cox and Lubka
City Hydrants to be
flushed this week

The City of Postville
Water Department will
be flushing fire hydrants
Thursday, September 18
and Friday, September 19,
if needed. Water uses could
experience slight changes
in water pressure and/ or
temporary water discoloration. The dual purpose of
flushing is to remove any
possible deposits from the
inside of water mains and
to exercise the hydrants.

Red Cross Blood
Drive next Monday

complaint states that 9,311 child labor laws have been violated
from September 9, 2007 to May 12, 2008.
Documents filed in the Allamakee County Courthouse say
32 employee victims under the age of 18, and seven under the
age of 16, worked at the plant.
Miller’s office said the violations are simple misdemeanors, and each one is punishable up to 30 days in jail and fines
ranging from $65 to $625 per count.
Named as defendants in the suit are Abraham Aaron
Rubashkin, plant owner and president; Sholom Rubashkin,
former plant manager; Elizabeth Billmeyer, Agriprocessors’
human resource manager; Laura Althouse, and Karine Freund,
employees in the human resource department.
Althouse, Postville, and Freund, Fayette, were also charged
with document fraud and identify theft. Althouse was charged
with aiding and abetting document fraud, aiding and abetting
aggravated identity theft and conspiracy to harbor undocumented aliens. Freund was charged with aiding and abetting
the harboring of undocumented workers.
The complaint filed in court alleges that Althouse helped

Spokesman for management at Agriprocessors, Inc, Chaim
Abrahams issued a statement which says in part, “At the time
of hiring, all of the minors presented and signed documentation that they were over eighteen years of age. “
His statement continues, “They knew if they told the truth
about their age, they would not be hired.”
Attorney General Miller’s statement says that a child under
age 18 was exposed to dangerous or poisonous chemicals and
one youth under the age of sixteen had been operating a powerdriven machine. The court complaint also alleges that minors
were working during prohibited hours, before 7 a.m. or after
7 p.m. Some, it states, were also working more hours than are
permitted in a day or week.
The affidavit also says, “The company’s hiring practices
encouraged job applicants to submit identification documents
which were forgeries and contained false information as to
alien status, age and identity.”
According to the Attorney General’s office this is the largest number of alleged child labor law violations ever filed in
the state of Iowa.

Diversity Council
releases statement

The American Red
Cross Blood Drive will be
held Monday, September
22 from 1 to 6 p.m. at St.
Paul Lutheran Church.
Donors who gave blood
at the July drive are eligible
to give again as the required
eight-week interval has
elapsed.
No appointment is necessary. Just come at your
convenience.

The Postville Diversity
Council presented the following statement to Rep. Tom
Latham during a meeting in
Decorah recently.
The Postville Diversity
Council’s primary goal is
to promote understanding
among the diverse cultures of
Postville through educational
programming. In the past several years the members have
offered such programs and in
the process have established
relationships with many immigrants. Various individual
members have acted as advocates for immigrants. Since
the ICE raid of Agriprocessors has disrupted our com-

Food Pantry Give
Away on Thursday

The Postville Food Pantry is having a Food Give
Away on Thursday, September 18 from 5:30 p.m.
to 7:30 p.m. The event will
take place in front of Hall
Roberts’ Son and is for all
those in need.

Housing Code
meeting to be held
September 25

The next Housing Code
meeting will be held Thursday, Sept. 25, 2008, at 5:00
p.m. at the City Council
Chambers in City Hall.

Monona
563-539-2061
Part of the BIRDNOW DEALERSHIPS
in Monona, Fayette, Cascade, Jesup,
Oelwein & Independence.
Buick, Pontiac, Cadillac, Ford, Lincoln &
Mercury available at our Oelwein location.

We’ll
Find it
For You!

Lions Club Brat Stand

Jim Pederson, left, purchased the Lions imprinting on the Lions Club Brat Stand. The
Club reports the Brat Stand/Eye Glasses collection on August 23 was a great success. The
final Brat Stand of the season will be 10/4 (weather permitting).

CONTINUED ON PAGE12

Rekow remains president
of board of education;
Schultz is hired as head
Pirate baseball coach
The Postville School
Board held their organizational meeting on Monday, Sept.
15, following last week’s
school board election. Reelected to their seats on the
board were Jeff Cox, Laura
Lubka, and Jamie Smith. After taking their oaths of office,
Brad Rekow was re-elected
president of the board. The
board also decided to continue to hold their meetings
on the second Monday of the
month at 7 p.m., and appointments were made to county
boards.
Looking forward to December, the board approved
setting Tuesday, Dec. 2, from
noon-8 p.m. as the polling
time for the approval of the
district’s revenue purpose
statement. The statement correlates with the state one-cent
sales tax that replaces the current county-based one-cent
sales tax. Current interim superintendent Darwin Winke
will writing an article to be
printed in the Fall Pirate Post
to inform the public of the
statement’s meaning.
Following a lengthy discussion, the board approved

the hiring of Daryl Schultz as
the head baseball coach upon
the recommendation from
Brian Gravel. Gravel cited
Schultz’s years of coaching experience and his goals
of building a program and
instilling pride back in the
kids as reasons for his recommendation. Gravel was
met with some dissent from
board members Lubka and
Dan Schutte who thought that
the position should go to the
current assistant coach after
talking with some parents
about the recommendation.
Schutte noted Minikwu has
the respect of the kids and
can start with that on day one.
In response, Smith said it’s
the board’s duty to “decide
what’s best from the inside
out” though it may not be the
popular choice.
After noting that he has
much respect for Minikwu,
Smith made a motion to hire
Schultz as the head coach
based on the recommenda-

Board of Education

CONTINUED ON PAGE12

PHS alumni study abroad while attending college as they turn the world into a classroom

By Sarah Brainard Marsh
The opportunity to study
abroad has been a chance of a
lifetime for several Postville
High School alumni. Many
high school graduates head
out to discover the cities and
colleges of Iowa and the Midwest, and from there some
choose to take their studies to
other countries and continents
around the world. Turning the
world into a classroom and
embracing the differences
that set cultures and countries
apart taught many of us that
at the core people are very
much the same.
Brett Bacon, who spent
a semester in Rome, Italy,
came home with a new perspective on not only the US,
but himself as an American.
Being the outsider was very
eye-opening to everyone who
spent time abroad, especially
when you were treated differ-

ently just because you were
American. It taught me, while
living in Wales that I had to
prove myself as a person,
and an American, and to give
that courtesy to other people
before judging them. Hector
and Lindsay (Anderson) Salinas, who studied in Egypt,
found that they were charged
more for food than the local
people just because they were
American. But the lessons
they learned made them more
aware, open to, and considerate of other cultures. It is very
interesting to learn first hand
how people perceive Americans. Brett was in Italy for
the 2004 presidential election and was amazed at how
closely the rest of the world
followed U.S. politics.
Lindsay and Hector had
a very unique experience in
Egypt. Lindsay completed
her student teaching through

ture to life.
Much of the history we
study throughout school is
well preserved in other parts
of the world. Zach Marsh,
who spent a summer studying
law in Eastern and Western
Europe, really liked seeing
things that are far older than
any building in the U.S. It really brought history to life,
and gave a greater respect for
preserving history and not
forgetting past world wars
and other ruin. Seeing how
small things were in other

countries—from cars to houses to food servings—gave me
a better understanding of preserving our natural resources
and becoming a more environmentally conscious world.
Many of the places that were
visited around the world, such
as the Amazon Rain Forest
and the Great Barrier Reef are
in danger of destruction, and
seeing them makes you want

Study Abroad

CONTINUED ON PAGE13

Ashley Dull at the Eiffel Tower in Paris

Tell us what you’re
looking for and
we’ll likely have it
at one of our other
locations.

Check
www.BIRDNOW.com
or call Toll Free
1.888.BIRDNOW
(247-3669) for inventory &
more information or
stop by our Dealership!
You’ve got to get to our
place, you’ll like the
way we treat you!

Diversity Council

were running unopposed. Elected to fill out the two-year
unexpired term was incumbent Jamie K. Smith with 129
votes. The challenger Christine Enyart received 45 votes.

Lindsay and Hector Salinas ride camels in Egypt

UNI at an American school
and even gave the students
there the Iowa Tests of Basic Skills. Lindsay and Hector love to travel and took
away more from their trip
than just a great experience,
as teaching in Egypt will always set Lindsay apart from
other applicants for jobs.
The benefits of going abroad
include a resume builder.
Anne Straate studied in both
Spain and Ecuador in order to
set herself up for a career of
helping and working among
people with language barri-

ers. Growing up in Postville
influenced Anne to become
a Spanish major and in order
to perfect her Spanish skills,
she immersed herself in the
language and life of Spanish speakers. Other programs
that have helped those who
went abroad with future career paths include the art programs that both Ashley Dull
and Brett experienced abroad.
For their programs, their local
professors from Luther and
ISU took class on the road in
order to bring textbooks and
the history of art and architec-

Brett Bacon at the Colosseum in Rome
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Opinion
Dear Readers,
We read with great interest the item in the Gazette on Friday, September 12.
It began with these very words: “Two Agriprocessors employees were found with more than a dozen falsiﬁed birth
certiﬁcates and Social Security cards in a vehicle....by Fayette
County Sheriff’s deputies.”
This is a most telling assessment of how present Agriprocessors management are hiring only legal residents.
It is a strong judgement against Jacobson Employment
Agency. They were hired to screen all workers.
It does make one wonder who at the plant, working in the
plant or associated with the plant ever tell the truth? Truth
seems to be what they want it to be.
As a man named Pilate once asked, “What is truth?”
Sincerely for real truth,
Rev. Richard Gaul, Rev. L. Paul Ouderkirk
Dear Postville Herald-Leader:
In the waning weeks of the Bush Administration, new regulations have been proposed that severely threaten access to
family planning services.
Bush and his HHS Secretary, Mike Leavitt, say that abortion and refusal rights are the issue, but this is simply a ruse in
their plan to attack contraception. There are already plenty of
laws on the books that protect the conscience rights of health
care professionals so why the need for more regulations?
Clearly, the new rule is a last attempt by the administration
to obstruct family planning and contraception for millions of
American families that depend on federally funded family

www.postvillenewspaper.com

planning services.
The effects of these regulations are numerous as they expand the power of ideologues to refuse to provide even basic
information, counseling and referrals for important health care
services. The broad and vague terms of the rule means that
family planning providers can no longer guarantee their patients access to the full range of comprehensive family planning services.
Ninety percent of Americans support access to contraception, but President Bush and Secretary Leavitt don’t seem to
care. Instead, they’ve bowed to the wishes of far right extremists intent on diminishing sound public health policy. In his
attempt to protect refusal rights, Bush has begun an unconscionable war against mainstream American family planning
contraception. They must be stopped.
For many women and men in Northeast Iowa these regulations could dramatically affect their ability to obtain reproductive health care. I consider the ability to obtain contraceptives from a health care provider one of the most basic services
provided. It could be devastating; ﬁnancially, emotionally, and
physically, for some individuals to be denied what is considered a basic health care service if these proposed regulations
are passed. Restricting access to family planning services is
ridiculous and is not the way to achieve the universal goal of
reducing the number of unintended pregnancies and the need
for abortion in this country.
If you are concerned about losing your ability to obtain
contraceptives from your health care provider please take action. Contact your member of Congress, Capitol switchboard
202-225-3121. The only way to make your voice heard is to
use it!
Sincerely, Lori Egan

BUSINESS LISTING DIRECTORY
YOUR GUIDE TO AREA BUSINESS SERVICES

B & K Heating & Plumbing Inc.
285 E. Greene St.
Postville, IA

(563) 864-3332
Owners:
Brian Bohr & Ken Klepper

Family Dentistry
Associates of Monona
Mark
Fohey
D.D.S.

101 Franklin
Monona, IA 52159

Linda
Carstens
D.D.S.

563-539-4651
New patients welcome!

Girl Friday
Clerical Services

Color Copying, Typing, Labeling, Letters, Cards, Data Entry,
Lamination, Family History Books, Class Reunion,
Cook Books, Photo Transfers, Business Cards, Invitations

Postville Express

Courier Service & Package Delivery
Private & Commercial

SAME
563-379-0781
DAY
D
E
L
IV
postvilleexpress.com

FULLY
INSURED!

ERY!

Northeast Iowa Gutters
John Roe or Darwin Frana
Over 12 Years Experience

John: (563)568-2406; Cell (563)568-1870
Darwin: (563)380-8411

COLOR MATCHING
SATISFYING
ALL YOUR
CONSTRUCTION
NEEDS

Randy Althouse & Family
Excavation & Brushgrinding
If you need it, we can achieve it!

563-737-2610

• Septic Pumping
• Porta-Potty Rentals

(for all your special occasions or building sites)

Ness Pumping Service Inc.
563-568-4212 or 563-568-1379

By Grace-Marie Turner
When it comes to government spending and America’s health care system, it’s rare to hear
good news. But according to a recent report, the Medicare Prescription Drug Beneﬁt is costing
signiﬁcantly less than originally estimated.
According to the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) which administers the
Medicare program, the average monthly premium for the standard Medicare drug beneﬁt will
cost seniors $28 in 2009. That’s 37 percent lower than the $44 a month legislators predicted
when the program was created in 2003.
While there was a great deal of criticism initially about adding a drug beneﬁt to Medicare,
Congress established a new model through an unprecedented partnership between private insurance plans and this public program. Participants can enroll in private drug plans offered by
private insurers, but with oversight from Medicare ofﬁcials.
Instead of the one-size-ﬁts-all model typical of government health insurance, the Medicare
drug beneﬁt offers a wide range of choices. Seniors typically can choose from among 20 or
more plans in their regions, including Medicare Advantage plans that integrate drug and medical coverage into one health plan.
Participants pick their own plan, based on their medical needs and coverage choices. Insurers compete for the business of seniors by offering the most generous beneﬁts they can for the
most affordable price. Many plans have sought market advantage by offering coverage in the
dreaded “donut hole” so seniors aren’t exposed to their full medical bills once they hit the coverage gap that Congress designed.
Competition and consumer choice are working to bring costs down. This is a testament to an
essential truth of health reform: The market works.
CMS also reports that the total cost of the Medicare drug beneﬁt in 2009 will be $46.4 billion -- substantially less than the initial estimate of $74 billion. And the 10-year cost estimate of
the program has been revised down from $634 billion to about $395 billion - saving taxpayers
almost $240 billion over original estimated costs.
Unbelievably, some lawmakers are pushing to abolish the Medicare drug beneﬁt and replace
it with a new system that would eliminate this competition and curtail enrollees’ choices.
A bill recently introduced by Rep. Dennis Kucinich (D-OH), for instance, would scrap the
successful drug beneﬁt program, even though it has an 85 percent approval rating from seniors.
Instead, Rep. Kuchinich’s bill would allow Medicare to institute price controls on drugs and
allow seniors to import drugs from abroad, despite the fact that imported meds easily could be
fake, counterfeit, or contaminated.
This effort is dangerous and ignores the Medicare drug beneﬁt’s successes. The CMS report
shows that private competition can bring down health costs while giving seniors more choices.
Hopefully, both Sens. Barack Obama and John McCain are paying attention.
Grace-Marie Turner is president of the Galen Institute, a non-proﬁt research organization
focusing on free-market solutions to health reform. She can be reached at P.O. Box 320010,
Alexandria, VA, or at turner@galen.org.

Diversity Council

human rights and values of
immigrants and their families

munity and caused hardship
and suffering for both immigrant families and other
members our small town, we
ﬁnd it imperative to make a
public statement about the
need for comprehensive immigration reform.
We support the following:
1. work permits as a beginning for a path to citizenship for those immigrants
who are working in this country and who have followed
our laws while here
2. consistent enforcement
of workplace safety laws
3. recognition of basic

4. border protection policies that are consistent with
humanitarian values
5. improvement in our
trade policy with Mexico and
Central America so that their
economies can thrive and
provide the necessities of life
for their citizens
The political system has
failed to deal with the basic
human rights of immigrants
as well as demand for labor in
our country. We ask our political leaders to take action
this fall.
Approved: August 21,
2008
Submitted by Merle Turner, 520 Wilson St , Postville,
IA 52162
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No Job is Too Small for Girl Friday!
Jo Suckow • Postville • Phone 563-864-7557

• Seamless Gutters 5”& 6” & Gutter Covers
CLEANING
• Siding & Windows
N
EW INSTALLATION
FREE ESTIMATES
& REPAIR
• Soffit & Fascia
COLORS &
• Interior & Exterior Remodeling

Even in Health Care, Competition Works

Auto. Home. Life...

HARTLEY
ELECTRIC
John Hartley
Postville
864-3720

Wiring Maintenance • Residential • Farm

SEND US
YOUR
NEWS!
BOX 100
POSTVILLE,
IA 52162
EMAIL
phlnews@
netins.net

Tuesday, September 23, 9 am - 6 pm
Bridgeport Inn, 37502 Hwy 18 (Hwy 35/18/60 South by airport),
Prairie du Chien

Wednesday, September 24, 9 am - 6 pm
Super 8 Motel, 1325 N. Main St., (Hwy 14), Viroqua

Thursday, September 25, 9 am - 6 pm

The Center Lodge, 100 Foundry Dr., (Hwy 14), Richland Center

Dimes 60¢ each
Quarters - $1.50 each
Halves - $3.00 each
Clad Halves (1965-70)
80¢ each
Dollars - $7.00 & up
Price as of 09/10/08
Prices subject to change.

